














VOLUNTEER REFLECTION 
Kia ora koutou! My name is Sophie, and I use she/they pronouns. I've been involved in some 
capacity with InsideOUT Koaro since I moved to Te Whanganui-a-Tara way back in 2020. I 
joined InsideOUT's volunteering group as a way to facilitate connections in a new city and to 
continue with volunteering I'd done previously for local groups like QYouth in WhakatO/Nelson. 

Going into the office to help out and connect with other volunteers and staff is always lovely; I get 
such a warm welcome and am plied with snacks and offers of hot drinks. Even the most mundane 
of tasks are fun to do when I am surrounded by people who appreciate my organisational skills 
and don't mind when I distract them from their mahi by bringing up the latest TV show I've been 
watching and the absolute state of Rainbow representation on screen! Attending the annual Shift 
Hui as a volunteer is always incredible as I see firsthand the effects that being in a 
Rainbow-majority space can have on our rangatahi. 

When I'm feeling down about the state of the world or the latest challenge facing our 
communities, I always hit up the staff at InsideOUT to see if anything needs doing. Volunteering 
and connecting with other members of the community acts as a much-needed balm to 
hopelessness and grief, and it also serves as a reminder to me that so many people in so many 
areas of life are working to make things better for our communities. It is such a supportive 
environment and I highly recommend connecting in with the team at InsideOUT Koaro. 

SCHOOL COORDINATORS' 
REFLECTION 
Our School Coordinators support schools nationwide by engaging with QSAs, running regional 
connection events, providing resources, and delivering professional development workshops for 
school staff. They work to create inclusive communities for rainbow rangatahi by advising on 
policies like inclusive language, uniforms and bathroom facilities, and helping schools 
participate in national campaigns such as Schools Pride Week Aotearoa and Out On The 
Shelves. 

With the support of our School Coordinators, rainbow students are able to grow safer 
communities, access peer support groups, develop leadership skills, and more. By supporting 
students, educating staff, and advocating for rainbow issues, our School Coordinators enhance 
visibility for rainbow and takatapui people, helping young people feel more connected, 
supported, and less isolated. Their work fosters much-needed inclusivity and visibility across 
Aotearoa. 
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OUR MAHI 

SCHOOLS' WORK 
In the 2024-2024 year, we had over 1156 interactions with over 310 schools total, including 
facilitating 60 professional development workshops for school staff and over 210 school visits. It's 
exciting to see that, whilst we do continue to regularly work with new schools, we've been able to 
focus on continued ongoing support for students and staff, and to maintain strong, consistent 
relationships with schools across Aotearoa. 
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This resource contains: 
(l) A list of resources for schools 

0 What Schools' Pride Week is 

(jJ What Schools' Pride Week is not 

(jJ Why we need Schools' Pride Week 

(l) Professional Development suggestions for staff 

(jJ Legal obligations 

(jJ What to do when there is rainbow-focused, homophobic or transphobic bullying 

0 Providing support for victims of rainbow-focussed violence 

(l) How to make an anti violence and bullying policy 

(l) How to respond to questions from parents/community 

(jJ Frequent myths and lies about rainbow communities 

This year the Schools' Pride Week website had a major overhaul. With a new logo, design 
assets and information across the board. 

This year's SPWA poster and sticker was designed by Japanese New Zealand artist Ren 
Kishine who is an illustrator and creative based in Te Whanganui-a-Tara. It is a huge privilege 
for us to have Ren's incredible artistry uplifting the kaupapa of Schools' Pride Week 2024. 

Our new SPWA logo was designed by Sam Timmings and will continue to be used going 
forward. 

For the second year in a row we put together physical Pride Packs that were sent out to our 
regional school coordinators to distribute to schools in their area. The packs consisted of 
simple activity ideas, f1ags, stickers and bookmarks to help make celebrating Schools' Pride 
Week as easy as possible. They went down a treat and we had schools participate who wouldn't 
have otherwise. 

For the second year in a row, our campaigns were protested by multiple groups including 
Family First NZ and Destiny Church. Nationwide protest action was encouraged and we 
witnessed multiple schools facing in person protesting outside their school gates, and 
organised email campaigns for those wishing to make their views known to the schools. We 
received a lot of feedback from schools however, who were determined to go ahead with their 
plans regardless of opposition. 
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The school is a buzzing hive of 
positivity and love throughout the week 

(and beyond) because of the 
conversations being had and activities 
being done in class. The conversations 
are also making it home to the dinner 
table, we've had lots of parents come 

and talk to us about how awesome it is 
that we're teaching what we do. 

Yes, we had a few parents and community 
members push back, however, less than last 
year. It didn't stop us, or change any of our 

plans. I would never let negative people 
inf1uence positive actions. I 've been fighting 
this good fight for way too long to allow any 

negative people win in any way. 

It was really meaningful marking Pride 
Week. We got a lot of engagement 

with our activities and seeing students, 
teachers and the Senior Leadership 

Team talk openly about Pride was 
inspiring and I feel that we made 

members of the rainbow whanau feel 
more of a sense of belonging at the kura. 

We know there is somepushback, but the pushback

One rainbow staff 
member said they had 
never felt so affirmed. appears to be becoming less and less 

and not directed at us formally (more 
behind the scenes in the community). 

This only strengthens our plans to support our 
Rainbow students and staff, but we are trying to 

take an educational approach to this and be 
accepting of others' rights to their beliefs and 

ways of being - as we expect from them. 
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OUT ISHEL\lfS 
201 unique signups 

School libraries 

Public libraries 

Other libraries 

Booksellers 

Non libraries 

As part of the Out of the Shelves campaign in June each year, InsideOUT Koaro runs a nationwide 
young rainbow storytelling competition. It aims to celebrate budding rainbow, takatapui and 
MVPFAFF+ storytellers and to encourage them to share their work. This year was our seventh year of 
the Out on the Shelves campaign, and our second year running it for the entire month of June. 

In 2024, we have decided to allow young storytellers to submit stories in a wider range of formats 
and mediums, including text, audio, graphics and video. We want our competition to better ref1ect 
the diverse ways we share stories with each other in Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa. We also added an 
additional age category to cater to a wider range of young people that fall under the InsideOUT 
categorisation of youth. 

Age categories: 
Under 16 
16 -20 
21- 27

Storytelling categories: 

Open (e.g. prose, short stories, essays, comics, zines, waiata) 
Poetry (e.g. written, spoken-word) 
Rainbow Maori and Pacific storytellers could also opt to have their work considered for the Maori 
and Pacific award category. 

This year we had 52 entries, 10 of these were also entered into the Maori and Pasifika category, a 
100% increase from last year. 

Creative Storytelling was judged by Chelsea (from Alphabet Book Club), Poetry by Phoebe 
Robertson (poet and Editor of Salient magazine) and Maori by Sascha Stronach (Takatapui Author.) 
And prizes included Prezzy Cards, Book vouchers (courtesy of @unitybookswgtn and 
@a lphabetbookcl ub), Books (courtesy of Te Herenga Waka Press), Lego (courtesy of Lego NZ), Poho 
KererO Merch, Publishing opportunities with @badapple.gay, The Sapling, @verb_wellington and 
@maori I itblog. 
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THE WINNERS 
Under 16 Poetry 
Winner: Maybe in Another Life by Lily Ross 
Runner Up: Lipstick Tongue by Anon 

Under 16 Creative Storytelling 
Winner: Button Eyes by AJ Fern 
Runner Up: How The Story Ends by Blue 

16-20 Poetry
Winner: To the world I love and live by Ivy Lyden-Haney
Runner Up: Absurdist Zucchini Roadtrip by R. Forsyth

16-20 Creative Storytelling
Winner: Nick by Reid Landsberg
Runner Up: Do You Remember the Story of the Taniwha? by Ivy Lyden-Haney

21-27 Poetry
Winner: Protest by Theo Coles
Runner Up: Snails by Lucien Rose

21-27 Creative Storytelling
Winner: Miseducation by Venice White
Runner Up: Sword Dance by N L Harris

Maori 
Winner: Queer Friends ♥ by Aroha Witinitara 
Runner Up: Do you remember the stories of the taniwha? By Ivy Lyden-Haney 

During the campaign, we encourage schools and libraries to create a fun and exciting 
display for their Rainbow Book collection. Our competition this year had 37 entries. 

School Library Winner: Rototuna High Schools 
Runner Up: James Hargest College 

Public Library Winner: Dunedin Public Library 
Runner Up: Hillcrest Library 
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